Ctime813 Easter VI   

17th May 2009

Fr Francis Marsden

Credo for Catholic Times

“The worst child abuse perpetrator in Britain is the Government” wrote Gerald Warner in the Telegraph, when it was reported that "Children as young as five will be given sex education under Government plans to cut teenage pregnancy and sexually-transmitted diseases."
Of course, there is “sex education” and “sex education.” Babies come from Mummy’s tummy is quite appropriate for 5-year olds, as is “Daddy rabbit and mummy rabbit have lots of baby rabbits.” 

However, in the present climate, Christians should be extremely cautious about any Government initiatives regarding sex education. It would be worse than naïve to trust them as far as you could throw them. 

Ed Balls, the Schools Secretary, plans to make PSHE - personal, social, health and economic education  - including sex education- a statutory part of the National Curriculum from September 2011.  Faith schools will be allowed to apply their “values” to lessons by telling pupils that same sex relationships, contraception and sex outside marriage is wrong. 

The plans are still subject to a public consultation. Infants aged 5-7 will learn about the “simple physical changes to their bodies since birth” and the differences between boys and girls. 

Between 7-9 they will be taught about puberty and “how to form and maintain relationships” with different people. In the final two years of primary school, pupils will learn about human reproduction. 

The Vatican guidelines however are that the latency period (from infancy to puberty) must be respected. Children’s psychological equilibrium can be thrown out of balance by too early an exposure to sexual topics. Such issues should be addressed at puberty. Responsibility rests first and foremost upon parents. Schools should support the parents rather than replace them in their task of educating their sons and daughters. Each child matures at a different rate, and parents will know what is the correct moment to broach the subject of sexuality.

The State has no right to interfere in matters of family morality, except in urgent situations. The family comes prior to the State, and the authority of parents over children is more fundamental than any rights the State claims. 

Labour’s proposed curriculum for 11 to 14-year-olds covers sexual orientation, contraception, pregnancy, HIV and other sexually-transmitted diseases, homosexual relationships, civil ceremonies and the importance of marriage. Students aged 14 to 16 will be taught about media portrayals of body image and “social and moral dilemmas.”  Parents will be able to withdraw children, although only 0.04% currently opt out. Hopefully before September 2011, Mr Balls will no longer be in office.
Panel members of the committee recommending compulsory sex education included representatives from the Family Planning Association, Brook Advisory Centres, the Terrence Higgins Trust and the Sex Education Forum – and Oona Stannard of the Catholic Education Service.
Furthermore, there are countless vested interests in the field of sex education: brigades of sex advisers and counsellors, condom manufacturers and abortion clinics, all anxious to maintain or to increase their clientele and their market share. Their jobs and lifestyles depend on it. 
The more young people are deceived into thinking that having sex outside of marriage is normal -  so-called “safe sex”– the higher these companies’ profit expectations rise. Or, if they are nominally charities like Marie Stopes Clinics and the British Pregnancy Advisory Service, the wider their empire extends.

The problem is more one of overloading children with information on sex before they are mature. Encouraged to trust in condoms rather than in self-discipline, they are naturally inclined to experiment. So record numbers end up getting pregnant and catching diseases. 

The homosexualist groups and the pro-abortion lobby are resolved to destroy the influence of the Catholic Church over the young. They make common cause with the National Secular Society, which campaigns against faith schools in general. 

Sex education is one avenue by which the secularists hope to destroy Judaeo-Christian family values. Rejection of the traditional family goes hand in hand with the espousal of Marxism, anarchism or liberal relativism. The destruction of family independence ideally suits those who advocate the totalitarian State, all seeing and all-controlling. 
Our schools are a battlefield, and the characters and souls of our young people are at stake. “The state is doing nothing less than trying to reshape the sexual and moral behaviour of an entire society.” (Melanie Phillips)
Consider that in the last twenty years we have witnessed the nationalization of the education system. Admissions, staffing and curriculum policies,  previously decided within local communities, are now dictated by faceless Whitehall mandarins. The government has usurped control from school governors and headteachers. The result: dumbed down exams and steadily falling standards.

The widespread commercialization of sexuality includes not only old-fashioned brothels and prostitution – but a diabolical international trade in unsuspecting young women sold as sex slaves. 
A ready supply of condoms is nowadays the indispensable requirement for a sexual life. The AIDS epidemic has been a goldmine for condom makers. According to the United Nations Population Fund some 10.4 billion male condoms were used worldwide in 2005: 4.4 billion for family planning and 6.0 billion for “HIV prevention.”
No wonder they scream at Pope Benedict for reminding us that condoms are not all that reliable, and can exacerbate the AIDS problem by encouraging promiscuity in the general population. There are megabucks to play for.

Labour has spent £300 million on trying to reduce teenage pregnancy by doling out contraception and expanding sex education. The result: pregnancy rates among under-18s are higher than they were in 1995. Their latest evil proposal is to allow condom and abortion advertising on TV before the 9 pm watershed.
Dr Peter Saunders of the Christian Medical Fellowship commented: 
“The problem is that the Government strategy on teenage pregnancy, based on condoms, the morning-after pill and abortion, has failed. Allowing the advertising of abortion services is not dealing with the real problem. This is the approach of having the ambulance at the bottom of the cliff to deal with the casualties. 

“The whole approach from Government and officialdom creates an atmosphere where it is seen as acceptable for teenagers to indulge in recreational sex without regard to the very serious consequences in terms of physical and emotional health.”

Many Members of Parliament have hardly shown themselves to be paragons of morality, fit to educate the young. The reputation of politicians is near rock bottom.

Nor should we imagine that all the dubious characters are on the left. On 26th April we saw the openly homosexual Alan Duncan MP, shadow Leader of the House of Commons, on the BBC TV programme Have I got news for you? criticizing Carrie Prejean’s (Miss California) belief that same-sex marriages were wrong. The honourable gentleman called her a “silly b***h” and then added: "If you read that Miss California is murdered you will know it was me, won’t you?”
Ian Hislop immediately retorted: “Nothing like freedom of speech from a Tory, eh? She disapproves of same-sex marriage so she deserves to die by your hand!” Mr Duncan would like to be Home Secretary if the Tories win the next election. 
A strident libertarian in favour of the legalization of drugs, and a multi-millionaire from oil trading, Mr Duncan incidentally has claimed £127,658 under the Parliamentary second home allowance – £126 short of the maximum – over the last six years. One must admire his money making ability, even at taxpayers’ expense. One doubts his commitment to free speech, if even in jest he can propose that an evangelical Christian be killed for failing to approve of homosexual practices. 
Britain last year had the highest number of new AIDS cases in Europe. Government agencies are intensely moralistic about “homophobia” and yet utterly agnostic about traditional morality:

For example, from March 5th last a leaflet for parents was available in pharmacies: "Talking to Your Teenager About Sex and Relationships" as part of an initiative by MP Beverley Hughes, the Children's Minister, to instruct parents how to address their children's sexuality.
“Discussing your values with your teenagers will help them to form their own ….. Remember, though, that trying to convince them of what's right and wrong may discourage them from being open.” Parents should start the “big talk” with children as young as possible!? And ensure contraception availability for children as young as 13 (when sex with children of that age is a criminal act, of course. Has Ms Hughes not noticed?)
“Under the NHS, contraception and condoms are free and there are lots of safe and effective methods that are suitable for young people - encourage your teenager to visit their local clinic or GP so they can make a choice that's right for them,” says the pamphlet.  “Why not offer to go with your daughter or encourage them to take a friend to support them?”

Parents, governors and teachers need to be extremely vigilant in the forthcoming battle. Remember Jesus’ dreadful words about those who defile and corrupt the young: “And whosoever shall cause one of these little ones that believe on me to stumble, it were better for him if a great millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.” (Mark 9:42)
