Catholic Moral Teaching (Marsden): Introduction

 COURSE: INTRODUCTION TO MORAL THEOLOGY
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Overview of the Catechism of the Catholic Church Part III, Section 1
The Catechism divides its treatise on Life in Christ into two sections. The first is entitled "Man's Vocation: Life in the Spirit." The second is simply "The Decalogue." The fundamental themes are treated in the first section in accordance with the following schema:

1. The Dignity of the Human Person (1700-1876)


1. Man: the Image of God (1701-15)


2. Our Vocation to Beatitude (1716-29)



The Beatitudes 1716-17

   

Desire for Happiness 1718-19

   

Christian Beatitude 1720-24


3. Man's Freedom (1730-48)



Freedom and responsibility 1731-38



Human freedom in the economy of salvation 1739-42


4. The Morality of Human Acts (1749-61)

The sources of morality: matter (object), intention, circumstances. 1750-54 



Good and evil acts 1755-56


5. Morality of the Passions (1762-75)



Passions (feelings, emotions) 1763-66



Passions and Moral Life 1767-70


6. Moral conscience (1776-1802)



The Judgement of Conscience 1777-82



The Formation of Conscience 1783-85



To choose in accord with Conscience 1786-89



Erroneous Judgement 1790-94


7. The Virtues (1803-45)

Human (the cardinal) virtues: prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance. The role of grace 1804-11



Theological virtues: faith, hope and charity 1812-29





Gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit 1830-32


8. Sin (1846-76)


Mercy and Sin  1846-48


The Definition of Sin  1849-51


Different Kinds of Sin  1852-53


Gravity of Sin: Mortal and Venial  1854-64


Proliferation of sin: capital sins, sins crying to heaven, cooperation



in sin, "social sin."  1865-69

2. The Human Community (1877-1927)

1. The Person and Society (1878-96)



The Communal Character of the Christian Vocation 1878-85



Conversion and Society 1886-89


2. Participation in Social Life (1897-1927)



Authority  1897-1904



The Common Good 1905-12



Responsibility and Participation 1913-17


3. Social Justice (1928-48)



Respect for the Human Person 1929-33



Equality and Differences among Men 1934-38



Human Solidarity 1939-42

3. God's Salvation: Law and Grace (1949-2051)


1. The Moral Law (1950-86)




The Natural Moral Law 1954-60



The Old Law  1961-64



The New Law of the Gospel  1965-74


2. Grace and Justification (1987-2029)



Justification 1987-95

Grace: sanctifying, habitual, actual, sacramental, special 1996-2005



Merit: 2006-11



Christian Holiness 2012-16


3. The Church, Mother and Teacher (2030-51)



Moral Life and the Magisterium of the Church  2032-40



The Precepts of the Church 2041-43



Moral Life and Missionary Witness  2044-46

NECESSARY READING: CCC 1691-8. Read the Gospel parable of the "two ways" (Mt.7:13-14). Which other parables illuminate this point? List the necessary elements of catechesis for the "new life in Christ" (1697).


