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As we approach the end of the Church’s year, and the Feast of Christ the King a fortnight from now, the Mass readings focus in on the end times and readiness for the Second Coming of Christ. Today’s Gospel presents us with one of the “crisis parables”, that of the five wise and the five foolish virgins.

They are waiting with torches burning for the arrival of the Bridegroom and the start of the wedding feast, which in Jewish culture lasted a whole week long, but here symbolises the Kingdom of Heaven.

The five foolish virgins failed to think ahead. They made no preparations in case of the bridegroom’s delay. They brought their lamps, but no vessels of oil to replenish them. They wanted to borrow oil, but had to go off and buy some themselves. You can’t borrow your relationship with Christ. It has to be your own. We cannot always be living on the spiritual capital which others have amassed. We have to win the gift of salvation for ourselves. We cannot borrow it off somebody else.

So the foolish virgins arrived back too late for the wedding feast. When they knocked at the already closed door, the Lord replied: “I have nothing to do with you.” So it will be with the Kingdom. The prudent enter, the foolish are shut out.

It’s a sobering thought. Each of us is granted a limited span of time on earth to prepare for the Kingdom. We do not know how long we shall have. We live here in time. The clock is ticking for each one of us. Every second passes, never to return. Our deeds are recorded in the Book of Judgement. Opportunities to do good come our way. If they pass unregarded, they are lost forever. In time we lay the foundations for our eternity.

Time is God’s gift to us. A certain quantity, which He alone knows, is allotted to each one of us. Time to become holy. Time to show love for Christ in return for all He has done for us. Time to do something beautiful for God, to make sacrifices for his sake and to love until it hurts, as Mother Teresa says. Here on earth we can still choose freely. In eternity our wills will be fixed for ever. As St Philip Howard wrote on the wall of the dungeon where for 11 years until his death aged 38 in 1595, he was confined and ill- treated on account of the Catholic Faith: “The more suffering for Christ in this life, the more glory with Christ in the next.”

See how we use time: a time for all things under heaven. A time to be born, a time to die. Zero time. The beginning of time. Time axis. Kick-off time. Space-time. Space-time curvature. Entropy is time’s arrow. Prisoners of time. The times they are a-changing. Autre temps, autres moeurs. Time travel. Time zone. Timetable. Journey time. Arrival time. Average time. Record time. Greenwich Mean Time. West Coast Time. Time and again. Always a first time. Time of opportunity. The time of your life. Time card, Time clock. Time is money. No wasting time. Full-time. Double time. Overtime. Time​server. No time like the present. Beating time. In time with the music. Time for a break? Time for coffee. Half-time. Play time. Dinnertime. One at a time. Term time. Times and seasons. Doing time.

Going home time. Holiday time. Time off. Time out. Time away. Time share. Time for a change. Waiting time. Plenty of time. Spare time. Time drags. Time on your hands. Killing time. Peak viewing time. Prime time. Same time next week. Drinking time. Drinking-up time. Bedtime. Oblivious of time. My time. Your time. Time together. Time on your own. Time is precious. The time of your life. How quickly time passes. This time last year. Till the end of time. Short of time. Time bomb. I haven’t time. Another time. You’re wasting my time. Pushed for time. Time-worn. Time’s up! Time to go. Race against time. One last time. The very last time. Time limit. When your time comes... Timeless. No time like eternity.

We are all on an unstoppable voyage into eternity. That gives a much greater significance to all our actions. What time do we have for God, who gives us all time?

It is said that when Queen Mary, wife of William of Orange, was dying, her chaplain was trying to tell her about the way of salvation. She replied somewhat tartly: “Do not think I have left the matter to this hour!” But of course, there are some who do.

The Greeks have two words for time: chronos signifies physical time, chronological time, which flows past us steadily and unstoppably. The other word, kairos, denotes a time of opportunity or a decisive point, a specific point in the development of God’s plan. The kairos of world history is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the sacrifice which redeems humanity. This is the event which gives all history its meaning. That meaning will only be totally revealed at another kairos, the Second Coming of the Son of Man and the Last Judgement.

The eastern religions conceive time as an endless cycle of death and reincarnation. History is going nowhere but round in circles. The next rebirth on earth is either a reward or punishment for good or evil committed in this life. By becoming virtuous and selfless, the ego can dissolve into the Absolute. That is the only escape.

Christian Revelation is very different. Time is linear and moving towards the final denouement. History has purpose and destiny. The showdown of Armageddon and the ultimate triumph of Good are on their way. That is what we pray for every day in the Our Father: “Your Kingdom come.”

So let us hallow the time by prayer and good works “as we wait in joyful hope, for the coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ.”

