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How is it possible to understand the mentality of the suicide bombers who wrought carnage in New York and Washington? What inspired them? They were Muslims. Is Islam a religion of peace? What does the Qu’ran say about war?

“Prophet, make war on the unbelievers and the hypocrites and deal rigorously with them. Hell shall be their home: an evil fate………..

It is not right that all the faithful should go to war at once. A band from each community should stay behind to instruct themselves in religion and admonish their men when they return, so that they may take heed.  Believers, make war on the infidels who dwell around you. Deal firmly with them. Know that Allah is with the righteous.”

Are the USA and the UK lands of unbelievers, hypocrites and infidels? 

Muslims consider as blasphemy the notion that God could have an incarnate Son, who died for our sins. Mohammed misunderstood the doctrine of the Trinity and rejected it as a form of polytheism.

“Fight against such of those to whom the Scriptures were given as believe neither in Allah nor the Last Day, who do not forbid what Allah and His apostle have forbidden, and do not embrace the true faith, until they pay tribute out of hand and are utterly subdued.

The Jews say Ezra is the son of Allah, while the Christians say the Messiah is the son of Allah. Such are their assertions, by which they imitate the infidels of old. Allah confound them! How perverse they are!

They worship their rabbis and their monks, and the Messiah the son of Mary, as gods besides Allah; though they were ordered to serve one God only. There is no god but Him. Exalted be He above those whom they deify beside Him!………….”

It is easy to assert blithely that Muslims and Christians worship the same God. But is the Allah preached by Mohammed in the Qu’ran really the same as the God of Judaeo-Christian revelation?
Like the Qu’ran, the Old Testament contains bloodthirsty quotations. Christians, however, read the Old Testament through the lens of the New. So even if the Israelites hammered the Philistines in 1100 B.C., that does not give us carte blanche to attack the Iraqis or the Afghans now.

Many peace-loving Muslims are horrified at what was done in America in the name of Allah. How would Catholics feel if Irish republicans crashed an airliner into Canary Wharf? We would condemn such an outrage as totally contrary to the teaching of Christ.

However, Muslims have an additional problem. Attacking one’s aggressors is in accord with  the teaching of Islam. A literal reading of parts of the Qu’ran supports such warriors for Allah. Many pages re-iterate the vengeance and wrath of Allah against unbelievers. 

The Qu’ran is supposedly the perfect copy of God’s perfect book in heaven - Allah’s perfect and unchanging word to his “apostle” Mohammed, crystallized and binding for all time. If it were so, then only a literal or “fundamentalist” reading makes sense. 

When Mohammed was urging his followers to subjugate the other Bedouin tribes and force them into Islam, he had Allah say to him: 

“Believers, why is it when it is said to you: “March in the cause of Allah,” you linger slothfully in the land? Are you content with this life in preference to the life to come? Few indeed are the blessings of this life, compared to those of the life to come.

If you do not  fight, He will punish you sternly and replace you by other men. You will in no way harm Him: for Allah has power over all things . . . 

Whether unarmed or well-equipped, march on and fight for the cause of Allah with your wealth and your person. This will be best for you, if you but knew it. .” 

The following passage was directed against Jews or polytheistic Bedouin in Mecca, but it lends itself to wider application. 

“Fight for the sake of Allah those that fight against you, but do not attack them first. Allah does not love the aggressors.

 “Kill them wherever you find them. Drive them out of the places from which they drove you. Idolatry is worse than carnage…… Fight against them until idolatry is no more and Allah’s religion reigns supreme. But if they mend their ways, fight none except the evil-doers………… Fighting is obligatory for you, much as you dislike it…………

The believers who stay at home …  are not equal to those who fight for the cause of Allah with their goods and their persons. Allah has given those that fight with their goods and their persons a higher rank than those who stay at home. He has promised all a good reward; but far richer is the recompense of those who fight for Him: rank of his own bestowal, forgiveness and mercy. ” 

The warrior martyrs, as the highest ranking servants of Allah, can eagerly expect a great reward:

“They shall feast on fruit and be honoured in the gardens of delight. Reclining face to face upon soft couches, they shall be served with a goblet filled at a gushing fountain. Their drink shall neither dull their senses nor befuddle them. And by their side shall sit bashful, dark-eyed virgins, as chaste as the sheltered eggs of ostriches.”

There appears even a theology of absolution by blood:  “If you die or be slain in the cause of Allah, His forgiveness and His mercy are surely better than all the riches they amass.”

When devout Muslims meditate on the above texts, as Christian monks practice lectio divina on the New Testament, would they feel called to sacrifice their lives in revenge attacks upon the USA? From Palestine or Iraq, America certainly appears as an aggressor. We can only be grateful that most Muslims are too peace-loving, or too lax, to apply literally these verses of the Koran.

In our multi-faith mélange, where all religions are equally wrong, and the only sin is that of intolerance, secular commentators depict the bombers as unrepresentative fanatics and fundamentalists. Islamic spokesmen proclaim that Islam is a religion of peace. 

This is too simplistic. Mohammed included many internal inconsistencies within the Quran. It all depends which passages you take. Some passages are indeed peaceful – for believers. Other sections are bloodthirsty. When Mohammed still hoped to convert the Jews and Christians, he was conciliatory towards them. When they rejected him, he became aggressive and vituperative. Even social contacts were forbidden, encouraging a ghetto mentality: 

“Believers, take neither Jews nor Christians for your friends. They are friends of one another. Whoever of you seeks their friendship shall become one of their number. Allah does not guide the wrongdoers. . .Believers, do not seek the friendship of the infidels and those who were given a Book before you .” 
Might it not therefore be Mohammed and his Quran which stand on trial behind this terrorist outrage in the USA, the disturbances in Nigeria and the much worse war in Sudan? If it is a reading of the Quran which has encouraged Osima bin Laden to fund and plot terrorist attacks, is it not the Islamic faith itself which has been disgraced? 

In posing these questions, I do not wish to provoke racial or unnecessary religious friction in our society, never mind a fatwa against the Catholic Times.

As Christians, the Lord commands us, “Love your enemies.” We must uphold the clear distinction between love and respect for every person of whatever faith, and disagreement with or plain dislike of their creed. After all, secular atheists like Polly Toynbee and Richard Dawkins do not hide their irrational dislike of all religion. 

The assumption that Christians and Muslims honour the same God appears over-optimistic. Do we try to evangelise the one billion Muslims in the world? Possibly this slaughter, and more to follow, will encourage us to pray for the conversion of Muslims to Christianity. Muslims have deep, unmet, religious needs. Often beset by djinns- evil spirits – they resort to superstitious practices. They do not enjoy the Christian channels of grace and divine forgiveness. 

In comparison to Jesus, God the Son, the Islamic Allah is distant and dreadful. Kept in line by social pressure and fear of the fatwa, Muslims live under an oppressive creed. May they learn that the true God is not the warmongering Allah who hates unbelievers and urges his followers into war, but the merciful Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Muslims are God’s beloved people. Jesus died to free them from their sins. They have the right to learn what God has done for them in Christ. How can God not want to liberate them from the fearsome Allah of the Quran, and share with them His Holy Spirit through baptism, the Scriptures and the Sacraments of His Church?

