Ctime578 Popetown and BBC

25th May 2003

Fr Francis Marsden


“Popetown centres around the long-suffering Father Nicholas played by Kevin Eldon (Brass Eye, Jam, I'm Alan Partridge, Big Train) and his daily struggle against the insane and chaotic bureaucracy of Popetown… where the TV reporter is a fame-obsessed nun, Cardinals are sinister, corrupt and mysteriously wealthy, and the Pope is an infuriatingly childish 77-year-old whose every fickle whim must be indulged.”  (from the BBC’s own Press Release)



The BBC is now using TV Licence Payers’ Money  - as you know, a tax of £116 per year - to produce a cartoon series called “Popetown” ridiculing the Catholic Faith. The BBC is supposed to be a Public Service Broadcaster, serving all groups in the country and upholding the public interest.



The BBC is very keen on minority rights. It has, for example, assiduously courted the gay minority and promoted their agenda. It also makes every effort to provide coverage for certain ethnic communities – at least for blacks and Asians. It hasn’t to my knowledge shown much interest in the Poles, Ukrainians, Filipinos, Spaniards or Italians who have made their homes in England.



While extolling the virtues of multi-faith programming, there is nevertheless one religious minority which an influential portion of BBC staff evidently dislike and are determined to stigmatise – that is, Catholics.



Would they similarly take to ridiculing the Chief Rabbi, or the Dalai Lama, or Mohammed?  However, they have no qualms about pillorying the Catholic Church.  Why does the BBC specialise in attacks upon the Catholic Faith? Why do we not enjoy the same tolerance for our beliefs as every other minority in Britain? As the only minority still legally discriminated against by the British Constitution, we deserve greater protection.



Last week the BBC had to admit biased reporting.  A couple of months ago the Radio 4 Today programme alleged that Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor had breached the Nolan Guidelines. They gave full rein to a hostile critic of the Church who made false accusations against the Cardinal, while editing out arguments made by Clifford Longley in his defence. 


Their nasty campaign to make the words “priest” and “paedophile” almost synonymous in the popular mind ignores one salient fact. The incidence of paedophilia among Roman Catholic priests is no higher, and may actually be lower than in the general male population. The majority offenders are family members, in particular stepfathers.



Last Christmas they produced that bizarre programme about Our Lady. Their previous “Son of God” offering was a travesty of Jesus’ teaching and mission.



When it comes to matters of religion, the BBC is unfortunately not to be trusted. They use their World Service radio programmes to push abortion and contraception propaganda onto the Third World. 



For me, the last straw came at the time of the World Youth Day in Rome in the Millennium Year 2000. Not only did the main TV news completely ignore this gathering of two million young people with the Holy Father in Rome. They simultaneously made great sport with a story about Euan Blair’s rowdiness in a hotel in Tuscany.



Since that time I have ceased to believe that the BBC is interested in objective fact in matters of religion. The fact that it could entirely ignore the largest post-war gathering of young people on European soil since World War II shows that its business is propaganda, not truth.



The BBC3 Popetown cartoon, with Ruby Wax voicing the Papal role, illustrates this further. It is aimed at young adults. One wonders if its hidden agenda is to poison young minds against the Catholic Church, so that they will be less likely to consider seriously any of its teachings or claims to divine truth.



It is not surprising that those who live by a materialistic code – be it communism or post-modern individualism -  end up hating and attacking religion in similar ways.



Nevertheless, many who are not members of the Catholic Church would nevertheless respect John Paul II as the greatest Christian leader in the world today. Despite his 83 years and physical frailty, he is a determined herald of the Gospels. 



At the time of the immoral war of aggression against Iraq, the Pope was the one world leader who was not afraid to speak the truth to Blair, Bush and Hussein alike. His determined opposition to the culture of death, as represented by abortion, debased sexuality and the arms trade, wins him many enemies in the secular world.



The BBC’s attack upon this heroic character shows them up as shoddy and ignoble. Greg Dyke, the Director General, receives £400,000 annual salary – funded by 3450 Licence Payers at £116 p.a. He should be called to account for his corporation’s promotion of bigotry.


Fr Guy Nichols of the Birmingham Oratory brought to my attention the petition which The Centre for Peace Marian Bookshop (367 High Road, Ilford, Essex IG1 1TF) are organising, to protest against the BBC’s debased attack upon the Catholic Church. You can sign via the internet on their website www.stop-popetown.org. However, it might be more effective to present petitions also to Parliament via our MP’s, rather than simply to the BBC who are currently inclined to ignore them.



The wording of the petition is as follows. Perhaps you could type it out, and with your parish priest’s permission, put a few copies in your church porch, leaving room for people to sign underneath.

BBC PUBLIC PETITION TO THE BBC, BBC3 AND ITS PROGRAMME CONTROLLER    STUART MURPHY

BBC 3, BBC TV CENTRE, LONDON W12 7RJ

Dear Sir, 

We, the undersigned, are deeply offended and insulted by the anti- Catholic bigotry of “Popetown”, a new series which will be broadcast on BBC 3, According to news accounts its proposed depiction of the Pope and the Catholic Faith in general is seriously disrespectful and unworthy of the BBC. No appeal to artistic freedom or so-called pluralism can excuse this blatant attack on the faith of thousands of English Catholics. We ask, would a similar series, mocking Islam or Mohammed, for example, be tolerated? We think not. We demand that our religion be given the respect that is due to any other religion in the U.K. and we will continue to protest as is our right until this series is permanently withdrawn.

Signed:          



Anti-Catholic ridicule helps to prepare the ground for the more virulent forms of anti-Catholicism which we still see in Belfast.



Yesterday two Jehovah’s Witnesses called at my door. Immediately I asked them if they wanted to learn about the Catholic Faith. If they call at my front door, I have the right to set the agenda.



With the younger man I had a very fruitful discussion about the Trinity. The older man, however, did a classic line in anti-Catholic propaganda. He believed that the Pope shook hands with Hitler and that Vatican supported Krupps steelworks financially, enabling Hitler to re-arm and fight the war. I told the former was that was a downright lie, because neither Pius XI nor Pius XII ever met Hitler, and both hated Nazism. Concerning Krupps, he should produce the historical documentation.



Evil propaganda, if left unchallenged, does the Church immense harm, and keeps souls away from the sources of salvation.



In the USA there exists the Catholic League for Civil and Religious Rights, which monitors the media for anti-Catholic bigotry. It protests to those responsible, and sometimes threatens those guilty with court action if they do not withdraw their calumnies. See  www.catholicleague.org.  Newfoundland too has an RC Anti-Defamation League. 



When a broadsheet like the Guardian, admirable in much of its reporting, allows virulent anti-Catholic bigotry to defile its pages, it is clear that we need a similar Catholic Defence League in the U.K. The following examples are from Julie Burchill:



“I'd venture, for a start, that Catholicism has caused more paedophilia than it has cured; in my opinion, the reason why this church is so dead set against abortion is so that its priests can have a ready stream of children to molest.



Then, for Christmas 2002 she wrote: “Ah, Mary. We feminists are supposed to have a problem with Mary - the pristine, perfect image of womanhood who makes the rest of us look like sin-drenched slappers. But that's just the weird spin that various screw-ups, mainly the Catholic church, have put on her over the centuries; it has far more to do with their own problems with sex than with her. Knowing what we know now, I bet Mary wouldn't have let a Catholic priest within 50ft of the Baby Jesus.”

As an old Latin proverb puts it : « Damnant quod non intelligunt ... They condemn what they do not understand. “

