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“A reading from the good news according to the Lightbearer:

Happy are the rich and famous, their names shall be in lights throughout the world.


To be poor is to be miserable, to be humble is to cringe.

Happy are those who avenge themselves ruthlessly, they shall obtain whatever they desire:


The gentle are going nowhere in this world

Happy those who laugh, for the world laughs with them:


Who’s interested in your neurotic mourning anyway?

Happy those who demand more than their rights, they shall be appeased:


Prate justice and right and you deserve to get hurt.

Happy those who are tolerant of all deviations, for no-one will condemn their perversions:


All morality is a matter of private opinion, so who needs mercy?

Happy those who pursue the lusts of their hearts, they shall have great pleasure:


The pure in heart are the party-poopers.

Happy the mighty, they shall waste their enemies:


Peacemakers get strung up in the midst of the battlefield.

Happy those rid themselves of all opposition, theirs is the earth for the taking:


What is the point of getting yourself persecuted for the sake of some abstract principle? - the art of living is the art of compromise.

Happy are you when people flatter you and give you tremendous publicity (all publicity is good publicity) - so that you become a legend in your own lifetime: your reward is great upon earth.



This is the anti-Word of the Infernal Lord.”


Unpleasant, yes. But frighteningly familiar in our media culture, which thrives by exalting riches, power, fame and pleasure. In today’s Gospel from St Matthew (5:1-12) we read the Beatitudes. 

The Beatitudes stand at the very heart of Jesus’ teaching. For God does not judge by appearances, as men do. He looks at the heart. In God’s eyes it is the poor in spirit, the gentle, the mourners, the seekers of righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and those persecuted in the cause of right, who are blessed.

Our Lectionary has the dubious translation: “Happy those who mourn”, which factually is nonsense. It turns the Beatitudes into the Happitudes. It is more accurately translated: “Blessed (makarioi in the Greek) are those who mourn.” 

In each Beatitude Jesus is speaking about eschatological reward in the end-time, not about contemporary happiness. Every disciple is asked to forgo gratification now for the sake of future blessedness. 

The Beatitudes shine out more brightly against the dark foil of such “Worlditudes” as those above – only my own idea of the worldly attitudes we meet every day in newspapers, TV and contemporary culture. Perhaps readers would like to devise a set of their own “Worlditudes” and send them in to the Letters Page.

We should always be alert to the influence of the anti-Gospel, the anti-Word, which is so furiously and unceasingly promoted by the Prince of this world and his deliberate or unintentional minions. Even St Peter himself was once rebuked by Christ: “Get thee behind me Satan.” Any one of us can make mistakes and find ourselves fighting on the wrong side, if we are not careful.

Lucifer’s anti-Gospel promises pleasures upon earth, heedless of the eternal consequences of our actions. It tells us to selfishly make the most of this life, and forget the afterlife. When really we should call our time on earth the “pre-life”, and the eternity which comes afterwards, the Life. 

Superficially it appears that the Enemy’s anti-Evangelisation is having much more success that the Church’s genuine Evangelisation in modern Britain. But the Kingdom of God grows slowly and silently, it does not admit of observation. We cannot see the battle of grace and sin in every human heart. God has many more cards up His sleeve, so we must not lose hope.


It is no accident that the Beatitudes also provide the Gospel for the Feastday of All Saints on November 1st. They are a pen-portrait of the perfected Christian character. The Christian disciple who has grown to be like his Master, will have a personality which corresponds to the Beatitudes.


The Ten Commandments were the basic precepts of the Old Law, and they still have binding force in the Christian era. However, the New Law which Jesus preached goes much deeper than the Old Law. It concerns our innermost thoughts and attitudes, not only our outward actions or behaviour.


For this reason perhaps it is the saints who best help us put flesh upon the Beatitudes. They have lived out the Gospel statement: “the Word became flesh”, while we writers and preachers too often succeed only in “The Word became flesh and we have made it word again.” It is an instructive meditation to choose a saint to illustrate each Beatitude.


For the poor in spirit, I would choose St Thérèse of Lisieux – her humility, her littleness before the Father, her way of spiritual childhood.


For the gentle, perhaps someone like St Francis de Sales or St Aelred of Rievaulx, who both demonstrated the path of spiritual friendship and guidance to others through spiritual direction and writing.


For a saint who mourned over the iniquities of the world, what about St Catherine of Siena. God chose her to bewail the sins of priests and monks, to correct bishops and Popes. She passed her life in mystical prayer and the strictest penance.


Among those who hungered and thirsted for what is right, let us exalt St John Chrysostom, that doughty fighter both for orthodox Catholic truth, and campaigner against the fripperies and luxuries of court life in Constantinople. He was marched to death along the shores of the Black Sea c.400 AD. Or another Doctor of the Church, St Athanasius, who in the dispute with the Arian heretics, was sent into exile five times over an iota subscript in the Creed.


Who typifies the merciful saint? I would like to say Mother Teresa but she is not yet canonised. Perhaps a priest who spent up to 16 hours in the confessional, reading souls and dispensing God’s mercy, St Jean-Baptiste Marie Vianney, the Curé of Ars.


For the pure in heart we might look to St Francis of Assisi. As a young man he turned his back completely upon worldly wealth and power, and chose the path of poverty and simplicity. He was filled with the praises of God throughout all creation.


St Francis would also qualify as a peacemaker, for the time he went with the Crusades, and crossed the battlelines to parley with the Muslim leader, in an attempt to halt the bloodshed and share the Gospel of Christ. Or perhaps we could take Pope St Pius X, who tried to mediate between the European powers to avert World War I, and died broken hearted a few days after hostilities began. Pius XII would qualify for a similar role in World War II, if his canonisation takes place.


A man who was persecuted by his own congregations in the cause of right was San Bartolomeo de las Casas. He was a Dominican friar who, in the early years of Spain’s colonisation of the New World, ministered to the Indians and African slaves. He wrote scores of letters to the King of Spain, complaining about their treatment by his own people. Laws were passed in Madrid to prohibit the colonists’ cruelty to the local population: it was tragic that so often they could not be enforced on the ground of Latin America. 


St John of the Cross too was abused and persecuted and calumniated by his own Carmelite brothers on account of his reforming zeal. He was unjustly imprisoned for ten months, but aided to escape by a vision of the Virgin Mary –. His reward is great in heaven.


“The foolishness of God is greater than the wisdom of man. . . . It was to shame the wise that God chose what is foolish by human reckoning; and to shame what is strong that He chose what is weak by human reckoning . .” (1 Cor 1:26-31)

The Beatitudes are part of this paradoxical overturning of the world’s strength and glory. The human race has nothing to boast about before God. The Lord desires “a humble and lowly people.” (Zeph. 3:12).  Humility is the Christian virtue which the Enemy despises above all, because it was in this that he rebelled. 

“Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth, who obey His commands. Seek integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find shelter on the day of the anger of the Lord.” (Zeph 2:3)

