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“Pilate entered the praetorium again and called Jesus, and said to him, "Are you the King of the Jews?”….. Jesus answered, "My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my servants would fight, that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the world."   


As Jesus stands before Pilate, the supreme spiritual power faces the supreme worldly power Caesar’s representative. The relationship between the spiritual power and the secular power is seldom harmonious.


Christ’s kingdom is not of this world. Today’s Preface describes it well as “an eternal and universal Kingdom, a Kingdom of truth and life, a Kingdom of holiness and grace, a Kingdom of justice, love and peace.” It is a spiritual kingdom for which men must prepare by repentance. They enter into it by faith and the interior regeneration of baptism. 

It is not necessarily opposed to the political structures of this world, but wages war incessantly against the empire of Satan and the powers of darkness. Even to Pilate, Christ’s Kingdom would be a blessing, could he but realise it.

To be subjects of the Kingdom of Christ, believers must show a “spirit of detachment from riches and earthly things, and a spirit of gentleness. They must hunger and thirst after justice, and more than this, they must deny themselves and carry the cross.” For Jesus came in weakness, and did not exert his divine power over kings and rulers. 

Pope Pius XI instituted the feast of Christ the King in 1925 with his Encyclical Quas Primas. Originally located on the last Sunday of October, immediately preceding the Feast of All Saints, it was transferred to the last Sunday of the liturgical year in the calendar reforms after Vatican II.


Pius XI’s motive was to encourage the upbuilding of Christ’s Kingdom in this world, to promote the peace of Christ through the reign of Christ. Despite the ending of the First World War, hostility and strife continued to plague mankind. The Bolshevik Revolution had succeeded in Russia, destroying thousands of churches and trucking millions of believers to the Siberian labour camps. In Mexico an atheistic communist government was actively persecuting the Church.

In Italy Mussolini and his blackshirts had risen to power. In Germany the Weimar republic was in chaos. Within a few years, the Nazis would take advantage of the situation. England went through its 1926 General Strike, The economic collapse of the depression was at hand.

The Pope proposed Christ as the author of happiness and true prosperity for every man and for every nation. "For a nation is happy when its citizens are happy. What else is a nation but a number of men living in concord?" The salvation of the individual, and the salvation of society, both depend upon submission to the dominion of Christ.

Christ’s Kingship is a threefold power: lawgiver, judge and ruler, wrote Pius XI. Firstly, He is the supreme Lawgiver for the human race, and those who keep His laws will abide in His love.  

Secondly, He is endowed with judicial power: "For neither doth the Father judge any man; but hath given all judgment to the Son." Thus He has the right of rewarding and punishing all men living. 

Thirdly, He holds executive power. Ultimately “all must obey his commands; none may escape them, nor the sanctions he has imposed.” It will be manifest at the Last Judgement, “wherein Christ, who has been cast out of public life, despised, neglected and ignored, will most severely avenge these insults; for his kingly dignity demands that the State should take account of the commandments of God and of Christian principles.”

If earthly rulers wish to preserve their own authority, and increase the prosperity of their countries, “they will not neglect the public duty of reverence and obedience to the rule of Christ.” In this context, we recall that St Thomas Aquinas taught that any human law contrary to God’s law (e.g. permitting abortion, divorce, or same-sex unions) is an act of violence, not binding in conscience. It undermines and discredits the governing authority.

Today, as the British ruling class have passed ever more laws in contradiction to divine law, so they themselves have increasingly become objects of scorn and derision. Pius XI predicted such a decline in respect for public authority:

"With God and Jesus Christ excluded from political life, with authority derived not from God but from man, the very basis of that authority has been taken away, because the chief reason of the distinction between ruler and subject has been eliminated. The result is that human society is tottering to its fall, because it has no longer a secure and solid foundation."

If Pius XI was correct, what will become of the UK and the EU, if they continue to exclude the Almighty from their counsels? Trying to build a just society on a secular basis, without God, their efforts bear little fruit. Crime rises incessantly, family life disintegrates, society splinters into pressure groups. 

“While nations insult the beloved name of our Redeemer by suppressing all mention of it in their conferences and parliaments, we must all the more loudly proclaim his kingly dignity and power, all the more universally affirm his rights.” Pius’ words have added relevance in the light of the debate over the draft European Constitution, which omits any mention of Europe’s Christian heritage.

If statesmen and monarchs were to obey Christ the King in both public and private life, society would “at last receive the great blessings of real liberty, well-ordered discipline, peace and harmony.” 

When both rulers and ruled know they are subject to Christ, this “ennobles the citizen's duty of obedience.” “Those governed will see in their king or in their rulers men like themselves, perhaps unworthy or open to criticism, but they will not on that account refuse obedience if they see reflected in them the authority of Christ God and Man.”  

Somewhat different is today’s atmosphere of widespread cynicism, tabloid scandal, political backstabbing and intra-party feuding. A society where authority has become a dirty word, and for filthy lucre, someone is ready dish the dirt on any public figure.

Pius XI hoped that an annual feast of Christ the King would help to remedy “the plague of anti-clericalism, its errors and impious activities.” The Encyclical maps the advance of this evil spirit: 

First, the Church’s right to teach mankind and to make laws was denied – “to govern people in all that pertains to their eternal salvation.”

Gradually “the religion of Christ came to be likened to false religions and to be placed ignominiously on the same level with them.”

The Church was put under the power of the state and tolerated more or less at the whim of princes and rulers. Like Henry VIII and Elizabeth, the German Reformation princes, and the Russian Tsars.

“Some men went even further, and wished to set up in the place of God's religion a natural religion consisting in some instinctive affection of the heart.” This may refer to Freemasonry or to the Protestant deism of the United States. It also depicts modern religion, where “feelings” and personal preferences take priority over divine teaching and sound reason. 

“There were even some nations who thought they could dispense with God, and that their religion should consist in impiety and the neglect of God.” Did Pius XI foresee the entire Communist bloc, Nazi Germany, and now western secularism? 

Deplorable consequences have followed this rejection of true religion: “those bitter enmities and rivalries between nations, that insatiable greed which is so often hidden under a pretence of public spirit and patriotism, and gives rise to so many private quarrels; a blind and immoderate selfishness, making men seek nothing but their own comfort and advantage, and measure everything by these; no peace in the home, because men have forgotten or neglect their duty; the unity and stability of the family undermined; society in a word, shaken to its foundations and on the way to ruin.”

God’s supreme work of redemption was accomplished when his Son was rejected and murdered. The Church’s efforts are likewise most fruitful when she is derided and reviled, persecuted and attacked. 

Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Every one who is of the truth hears my voice." 
“Oh, what happiness would be ours if all men, individuals, families, and nations, would but let themselves be governed by Christ! ……then at length will many evils be cured; then will the law regain its former authority; peace with all its blessings be restored. Men will sheathe their swords and lay down their arms when all freely acknowledge and obey the authority of Christ, and every tongue confesses that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of God the Father."

