Ctime544  Angels and Archangels

To the Editor, Catholic Times, Mr Kevin Flaherty

Credo for 29th September 2002,

Fr Francis Marsden

“AN INVOCATION FOR EXCITING LOVE IN THE HEART
Pour oil from a white lily into a crystal goblet, recite the 137th Psalm over the cup and conclude by pronouncing the name of the angel Anael, the planetary spirit of Venus, and the name of the person you love. Next write the name of the angel on a piece of cypress which you will dip in oil and tie the piece of cypress to your right arm. Then wait for a propitious moment to touch the right hand of the person with whom you are in love, and love will be awakened in his or her heart. The operation will be more powerful in effect if you perform it at dawn on the Friday following the new moon.” 


Fashions change. Now angels are in, not just among Christian believers, but in New Age circles too. The above conjuration comes from a New Age website. Those who stop believing in the Christian God, don’t believe in nothing, they believe in anything – even Anael, whoever (s)he may be. 

The new Vatican Directory on Liturgy and Popular Devotion is aware of the bizarrely multiplying realms of New Age angelology. It warns: 

“The practice of assigning names to the Holy Angels should be discouraged, except in the cases of Gabriel, Raphael and Michael whose names are contained in Holy Scripture….


“Popular devotion to the Holy Angels, which is legitimate and good, can, however, also give rise to possible deviations: when, as sometimes can happen, the faithful are taken by the idea that the world is subject to demiurgical struggles, or an incessant battle between good and evil spirits, or Angels and daemons, in which man is left at the mercy of superior forces and over which he is helpless; such cosmologies bear little relation to the true Gospel vision of the struggle to overcome the Devil, which requires moral commitment, a fundamental option for the Gospel, humility and prayer. (para .217)


Angels are big business, and not only in the production of statues, pictures, cards and trinkets. The idea of guardian spirits is comforting, and New Age traders have not been slow to cash in on the fact.


Over the internet you can now purchase “Angel Readings” – personalised messages from mediums who claim to be in contact with hosts of angels. They cite the more respectable Biblical characters first: Gabriel, Michael, Raphael and Ariel, them supplement them with Saraquel (the angel of death), Raguel and Camael, from the apocryphal book of Enoch.


On www.reiki1.com, for $40 you can have three questions answered by the angels, or a personal e-mail message from the angels for yourself or a loved one. A personal consultation in New York, by telephone or in person, is more expensive: $65 per half-hour with a Reiki Master and Angelic Healer. They will put you in touch with your two (!) Guardian Angels and your Spirit Guides.


The practice of Reiki (a word meaning Life-Force Energy) allegedly came from Tibet via Japan. Its proponents claim that when directed by a practitioner it can bring ease into disease, and order into body, mind, emotion and spirit.


Courses to train you as a Reiki Master yourself will cost a paltry $1250 (including manuals and attunement). 

Another website, www.kimbasangels.com, informs us: 

“Angel Readings allow you to communicate with your INNER [ETERNAL] self. Covering a wide range of aspects on the "spiritual" or intuitive levels. Some areas of your path may already be apparent to you, while others are clouded and cannot be looked upon with clarity. Let the Angels "speak" from their hearts to you and "sing" to you their words of wisdom in these readings.  In every day life the Angels give willingly their thoughts and knowledge to you….” 

Angelic Oracles are a cinch at $15 each, Angelic Chakra readings cost $20. As for the less directive Angelic Blessings: “Raphael’s Healing” comes at $15, and Angel Kisses are a bargain $8. The price includes free information on your Angel’s name and background too. Tarot Card readings are similarly priced. Pay by credit card and receive the results by e-mail. Dead easy (money).

The Reverend Kimba, who offers these services, states: “I was ordained as a Minister of Healing through Chrysalis Ministries in November of 2000 and was recently [January 2002] re-ordained through The Crystal Chamber Healing Center. I am an Angelologist, Angelic Lightworker, Usui/Shiki/Reiho/Gendai Reiki Master Teacher, and Spiritual Reader.” Kimba is a member in good standing of the American Tarot Association.


Her angelology includes Baraborat, spirit of the planet Mercury; Azrael, the Arabic angel of death; Rahab, the angel of Insolence and Pride; Zagzagel, the angel of the burning bush. Many such names seem to come out of the kabbala, the Jewish magical writings, or from apocryphal texts.


More hot news from the next world. The “grand spirit” Dr James Martin Peebles who “passed over” in 1922, was a leader and medium in the Worldwide Spiritualist Movement. Throughout his life claimed to be surrounded by his “band of angels.” Recently, despite his 75 years “on the other side,” he is still spreading his spiritual psychology through mediums. With the help of one Linda Pendleton, he recently published “Three Principles of Angelic Wisdom,” suitable for anyone interested in spirit communication, the afterlife, spirit guides, re-incarnation and spiritual enrichment.

Although the Fourth Lateran Council (1215) defined the existence of angels as a dogma of faith, the seventies’-era theologians still dispute whether angels exist at all. Evidently the tide has swept on and left them beached high and dry. 

The unbelief of modernist theologians is only exceeded by the gullibility of New Agers: blithe spirits who imagine that everything in the spiritual jungle is harmless and benevolent.

Tragically, they risk being duped by deceitful fallen spirits, who cut them off from salvation in Christ and His Church. These demons popularise beliefs like re-incarnation, spells and spirit guides in order to obscure the truths of Divine Revelation. Misguided curiosity can lead one to the portals of hell.


This Sunday is Michaelmas Day, the feast of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. Michael’s name is like his challenge uttered against Lucifer. The Hebrew “Mi ka El?” means “Who is like unto God?” Gabriel means “Strength of God” and Raphael, “Healer of God.”


Catholic Tradition regards the angels as messengers of God, "potent executives of his commands, and ready at the sound of his words" (Ps 103, 20). They serve his salvific plan, and are "sent to serve those who will inherit salvation" (Hb 1, 14).

The feast of the Guardian Angels follows on October 2nd.  Jesus Himself said: “Do not despise any of these little ones, for I tell you their angels are continually in the presence of my Father in heaven.” The role of these ministering spirits is expressed in the following prayer:

“My good Angel, Thou comest from heaven; God has sent thee to take care of me. Oh, shelter me under thy wings. Lighten my path, direct my steps. Do not leave me, stay quite near me and defend me against the spirit of evil. But above all come to my help in the last struggle of my life. Deliver my soul so that with thee it may praise, love and contemplate the goodness of God forever and ever. Amen.” 

Christian websites carry many descriptions of encounters with angels, some of them very moving and convincing.

Angels have long featured in the Church’s prayers and poetry. According to the rule: “lex orandi, lex credendi,” the Church’s prayers express her belief. One might extend this rule to church art: “Lex pingendi, lex credendi.” The law of painting is the law of faith. 

Genuine Christian artists are theologians in a different genre. When artists’ imaginations were inspired by the Holy Spirit, they tried to transmit this vision through the medium of paint, glass or stone. 

The classical works of religious art express genuine Catholic belief. One must, however, exclude much ugly modern art, like the gruesome Stations of the Cross in one cathedral where Veronica, Simon and the Roman soldiers look like escapees from the film Terminator II.

In Florence the Convento di San Marco treasures the exquisitely graceful angels of Fra Angelico, a monk who employed his charism of religious painting to decorate his brothers’ cells. Each angel is different, with multi-coloured delicate wings, flowing robes, and trumpet, harp, flute or drums. 

The blue and white della Robbia ceramics show gangs of angels akin to playful teenagers, banging drums, clashing cymbals, singing and dancing and generally enjoying themselves praising God. 

Ironically, academic theology neglected angels and demons, while the world of film and computer screen was filling up with extra-terrestrials, aliens, space monsters, mythical beasts and an entire angelology/demonology in Dungeons and Dragons, Harry Potter etc.

The poet Francis Thompson was well aware of the angels, even as he wandered the London streets cold and hungry: 


“Turn but a stone and start an angel’s wing.


‘Tis you,’tis your estranged faces


That miss the many-splendoured thing.”

