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An Anglican is someone “who can believe anything they want as long as it is not too strongly,” Peter LeRoy, a delegate from Bath and Wells, reminded the recent Church of England General Synod (14th-18th February). 

The Synod narrowly rejected an attempt to set up heresy trials for clergy who deny the existence of God and other key doctrines. Several speakers criticised liberal clergy for diluting traditional teaching, but did not want to propose “burning heretics at the stake.” 


The Anglican tendency to steer clear of anything dogmatic, and to “believe anything you like,” reduces the chances of fruitful ecumenical agreement to near zero. In bodies like ARCIC, the Anglican members can speak only for themselves and like-minded groups within the Church of England. They cannot speak for the whole, because nobody has authority to speak for the whole, not even the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Christian Research last year published a survey: “Believe It Or Not: what Church of England Clergy actually believe.”  One in five of all clergy completed the questionnaires:


82 % believe confidently in God the Father. 
77% believe that Jesus died to take away the sins of the world. 
77% believe God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are all equally God.
66% believe that Jesus rose physically from the dead.
56% believe that Jesus is the only way by which we can be saved.
51% believe that Jesus was born of a virgin. 
31% supported the ordination of practising homosexuals. 

27% reject the traditional story of Jesus's birth, which forms a vital part of the Nativity.


Among women clergy, the figures were about 10% lower in each category except the last two. 

The Times cited a study of 2,000 clerics commissioned the group called “Cost of Conscience.” It revealed that of Anglican women priests only 30% accept the Virgin Birth, only 50% believe in the bodily Resurrection, and only 60% believe that the suffering and death of Jesus Christ brought salvation from sin. 

Generally, women ordinands attend the more progressive and liberal training colleges which take a very critical approach to the Bible and historic Christianity.

Groups like the high church Anglo-Catholic association “Forward in Faith” have long pointed out the existence side-by-side of two separate churches under the cloak of Anglicanism. One of these is credally orthodox and committed to the historic faith of the Church. The other wraps itself in the garments of Christian language, but sits light even of central Christian teachings. 


Given such diversity of belief among the clergy, it becomes patently obvious why Anglican “comprehensiveness” is forced to eschew all doctrinal definitions. Hence it permits its members to hold various doctrines and beliefs under the religious umbrella of “one church by law established.” 

It cannot but be clear to all, that the over-optimistic hopes of corporate Anglican-Catholic re-union, symbolised by the “Better Together” Worlock-Sheppard duo of the eighties, are now dead in the water.

Meanwhile, the disintegration of the Anglican communion continues apace. 

Three key issues are responsible. Firstly, the American Episcopalians (ECUSA) ordained the “gay bishop,” Gene Robinson, who had divorced his wife and lives with a gay lover, while the Canadian Anglican church’s authorised same-sex blessings. Secondly, the move towards women bishops. Thirdly, reactions to the forthcoming union of Prince Charles and Mrs Camilla Parker-Bowles. 

From February 20th-25th, 35 of the Anglican Communion’s 38 Primates closeted themselves at the Dromantine Roman Catholic retreat centre, near Newry, Co Armagh to consider a report prepared by Irish Archbishop Robin Eames, concerning the ordination of “gay bishops” and approval of rites to bless “gay marriages.”

Conservatives, mainly from the “Global South” churches in Africa and Asia, wanted the suspension and expulsion of ECUSA and the Anglican Church of Canada, unless they repented of their actions. 

Canon lawyers, however, advised that there was no legal process by which any of the 38 provinces can be suspended from the 77-million strong Communion.

The US and Canadian Churches were told to “voluntarily withdraw” from the Anglican Consultative Council, the Communion’s central governing body, for at least three years. They must “consider their place in the Anglican Communion” before the next Lambeth Conference in 2008. 

ECUSA was "invited to express its regret" for the pain that the election of Bishop Robinson caused within the Communion. No future consecrations of bishops living in a committed same-sex union should be made until a "new consensus in the Anglican Communion emerges."

Moreover, bishops should not authorize public rituals for the blessing of same-sex unions. Those in Canada and the U.S. who have, should "express regret that the proper constraints of the bonds of affection were breached." Until they apologize, they should "withdraw themselves from representative functions in the Anglican Communion." 

Most significantly at Dromantine, for the first time ever, no common Eucharist was held at a meeting or synod of Anglican primates. Many of the Africans had warned that they would not concelebrate a Eucharist with bishops who promoted sodomy. However they did take part together in an Evensong Service at St Patrick's Church of Ireland in Armagh. 


Evangelical groups strongly attacked the invitation to the American Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold to preach at St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast, on Sunday 20th February. Griswold was in defiant mood, and delivered a thinly veiled defence of his decision to consecrate gay bishop Gene Robinson.

This temporary suspension of the American and Canadian provinces looks likely to become permanent, judging by reactions after the Dromantine summit. 

Bishop Griswold left Dromantine early after an altercation  with the Archbishop of Canterbury, and was missing for the final press conference. Apparently he had accused Rowan Williams of being an ineffective leader of the communion and was angry that Williams did not support ECUSA’s newly developed “prophetic” doctrines of gay sexuality. 

Beyond the Atlantic, three dioceses have already said that they will refuse to enact the moratorium on the blessings of same-sex unions. The Canadian primate has said there is little chance of his church changing its trajectory. The Americans may “regret the pain caused” by consecrating a gay bishop, but they don’t appear to repent the action itself, nor to show any desire to remove him from office.

Meanwhile the Most Revd Peter Akinola, Primate of All Nigeria insisted:
"...the report falls far short of the prescription needed for this current crisis. It fails to confront the reality that a small, economically privileged group of people has sought to subvert the Christian faith and impose their new and false doctrine on the wider community of faithful believers. …………..we have witnessed the decline of the North American Church that was once filled with missionary zeal and yet now seems determined to bury itself in a deadly embrace with the spirit of the age. Instead of a clear call for repentance we have been offered warm words of sentimentality for those who have shown no godly sorrow for their actions……. Where is the language of rebuke for those who are promoting sexual sins as holy and acceptable behaviour?”

Meanwhile, more locally, the Church of England itself is internally divided. 52% of churchgoing laity say they would approve the ordination of practicing homosexuals, but 25% say they would either not attend services or leave the Church altogether if active homosexual vicars were ordained. 

Oddly enough, the General Synod has just agreed that if gay vicars register with their boyfriends as one of the governments’ new legal gay unions, the gay partner will be entitled to the same pension rights as a vicar’s wife. That is despite the fact that officially, gay relationships are OK for the laity only and not for the clergy!


The next serious split within the Church of England will begin in July, when the Synod votes on women bishops. The USA, Canada and New Zealand already have female bishops, and Scotland has approved them. Australia, however, recently rejected the move. 

Research in England and Wales suggests that 85% of ordinary church members are happy with the idea, and only four out of 43 diocesan bishops oppose it. The Archbishop of York recently stepped down, probably because he could see what was coming.

Forward in Faith is appalled at the prospect. They represent about a thousand Anglican clergy and have the backing of perhaps 6,000 lay churchgoers. They want a “free province,” or separate church within the Anglican Communion, and a substantial share of church property and investments.

The group's director, Stephen Parkinson, said, "If they consecrate women as bishops, that's the end. If the Church fails to deliver the free province we want, then vast numbers of traditionalists will be freed to leave for Rome, the Orthodox Church, or some form of "continuing Anglicanism." 
“All hands on deck!” As the Anglican “barque of the Tudors” splits into fragments, washed away on the currents of political correctness, militant feminism and gay rights, we in the barque of Peter must prepare to rescue all who wish to clamber aboard the ship of historic Christianity.

