To Mr Kevin Flaherty, Editor.

Ctime513,

Credo for Catholic Times, 10th August 2003,

Fr Francis Marsden


Last week I wrote about Leslie Francis and Mgr Stephen Louden’s survey of Catholic priests’ views. The day after I submitted my copy, what should arrive in the post but a questionnaire from  a firm called ICM Research? It contained forty questions on the Church’s attitude to child abuse:

“Have you ever suspected that another Catholic Priest has expressed any sexual feelings towards any child?

[In the case of an allegation against a priest] Were you satisfied that the Church acted in the best interests of the child while investigating the allegation?

Do you think that a Catholic priest convicted of sexual abuse should be laicised?”


The alarm bells started ringing immediately when the accompanying letter stated that the research is being carried out on behalf of the BBC.


Now we know that the BBC has had to apologise to the Cardinal for their unfair and inaccurate statements – I would say, the witchhunt which they launched against him to try to force his resignation over the Hill affair. We know that they are presently preparing a cartoon  - Popetown - lampooning and mocking the Papacy. 


We know that they refused to screen the Pro-Life Party’s election broadcast on abortion. We know that they pump out pro-contraception, pro-abortion and pro-gay sex propaganda into millions of homes around the world. We know that to a disproportionate extent they delight in scandal and bad news about the Catholic Church. That their head of religious broadcasting is an agnostic. That certain elements in the BBC have a virulently anti-Catholic agenda, 


Experience suggests therefore that we cannot trust the BBC to employ any survey results from Catholic priests on the subject of child abuse in an objective manner. After all, the worst and most frequent form of child abuse in Britain is abortion -  something which they encourage as of right. Television reports or discussions on abortion are usually heavily biased, so as powerfully to advocate the abuse and killing of unborn children.

Do they really expect the Catholic priests in this country to respond to their questionnaire, so that the BBC can grub its dirty nose in the imagined filth, and root up more alleged scandal about the Church? No way, I hope.

Perhaps instead of investigating ad nauseam the 27 cases of RC priests convicted of child sexual offences, they could cast a glance occasionally at the 109,970 other men with similar convictions. One Scotland Yard specialist estimated that there are up to 220,000 paedophiles active in the UK. I wonder how many of them work for the BBC.

On the subject of the Stop Popetown Campaign, on 7th July 2003,  Bob Spink MP (Castle Point) presented to the House of Commons a petition, signed by 15,378 people, worded as follows:  (start italics)

“To the Honourable Commons of the United Kingdom, Great Britain and Northern Ireland, in Parliament assembled. The Humble Petition of Mrs Stella Lilley, Mr Edward McCabe, Mr Francis McFadyen and others of like disposition sheweth:

If the BBC allows the screening on television of the animated sit-com series entitled “Popetown”, it will offend many practising members of the Roman Catholic faith.

We consider that to have Ruby Wax providing the voice of a senile Pope, albeit as a cartoon character, is in extremely poor taste and offends against a code of propriety that the BBC ought to follow.

We believe that it is innappropriate at any time, to portray the \pope, revered as the Spiritual Leader and head of the Catholic Church on earth, as a cartoon character.

Wherefore your Petitioners pray that your Honourable House shall request the Government to encourage the BBC to abandon the “Popetown” sit-com.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.” (end italics)

Perhaps your local churches and MP would be willing to sign and have presented, through your local MP, a similar Petition. At a time when the BBC and the Government are at loggerheads, and the future of the TV licence fee is widely contested, this is a propitious moment to rock the boat and to embarrass the BBC.

So far the BBC’s responses to direct protests has not been particularly forthcoming. They apparently consider it a trifling matter to gratitously insult the spiritual head of one billion Catholics, a foreign head of State, the most inspirational leadership figure in Christendom, and the largest churchgoing denomination in the UK.

The other means, of course, which Catholics have at their disposal is to to cease paying the Licence Fee of £116 per year and to dispense temporarily or permanently with the reception of TV programmes. Even cancelling any direct debit arrangement, and taking a couple of months’ fast from TV per year, would cut the BBC’s income considerably. 

In other words, when your licence runs out, stop watching TV for a couple of months and do not renew the Licence. When you renew it, obtain a fresh form from the Post Office, not the one TVLA send you. Pay only if and from the date when you recommence using your set to receive UK programmes.

During the few months of TV fast, you can still use your TV for watching videos or DVDs, but you must disconnect it from the aerial and detune it (and similarly any VCR) so that it is not capable of  receiving any TV signals originating in the UK. It is legal to receive satellite TV originating in other countries without a TV Licence (e.g. EWTN, Telepace etc) but the set must be de-tuned from any UK channels.

TV Licensing, alias Capita, the profit-driven company who have the contract for collecting TV Licence fees, will harass you with letters in red print threatening fines of £1000. They appear to assume that anyone who has no TV Licence is committing an offence – a reversal of the usual presumption in English law that a person is innocent until proven guilty. 

Their literature seldom states the fact that you can own and use a TV for non-reception purposes without a licence. They frighten many people who do not need licences into buying them.

However, you can safely ignore their threats provided you keep within the law. You have no legal obligation to respond. If a TV Inspector calls, you have no legal obligation to speak with him or her. You can demand their name, identity card and telephone number to their superior officer. You could photograph them. It might also be appropriate to ask if they have been cleared by the Criminal Records Bureau of offences against children and vulnerable adults.

As with other door-callers, don’t let them set the agenda. You can refuse to give them your name or any information whatsoever. You can refuse to admit them to your home. They have no more rights than any other civilian individual. You can tell them that they are trespassing and ask them politely but firmly to leave your premises.

If they have genuine reason to suspect that a TV set is being used illegally, then they may obtain a search warrant from the local Magistrates, but of course, that costs them time and money  - which incidentally leaves less cash for the bloated BBC.

80% of those who inform Capita that they have no TV, or use a detuned set only for videos, DVDs, games etc., are actually telling the truth. 

TV Licensing apparently target the more socially deprived areas. In an affluent zone you are relatively unlikely to receive a visit from them. They prefer people who won’t kick up a fuss about being harassed. At present they are targeting students.

Since people aged 75 and over can receive a free licence, if grandma or grandad spend some extended time in your home, one of them might adopt it as their official address.

When the Inspector calls on me again (I gave up watching live TV in the presbytery years ago), I will demand to know why the BBC are spending licencepayers’ money on producing anti-Catholic propaganda. Incidentally, it takes over 4400 licence fees to pay Greg Dyke’s salary.

The BBC no longer produces TV of any better quality than the commercial stations. It is full of banal chat-shows, superficial food, gardening and DIY programmes that would fit perfectly well in a commercial environment. Carlton, Granada and Channel 4 would be delighted if their main rival – the BBC with its monopoly TV poll tax - no longer enjoyed a massive unearned advantage over them. 

Unfortunately, there is a huge vested interest amongst the selected elite and the politically correct to have Licence payers continue subsidising their BBC soapbox. 

People who watch only Sky and cable channels may understandably resent the obligatory BBC tax for a service they never use.

There are some very interesting and legally informative websites on the whole issue of TV Licensing. Check out the following:

http://www.marmalade.net/lime/tvla.html
http://www.jifvik.org/tv/
http://www.tvlicensing.biz/
http://forum.logofreetv.org/forum.asp?FORUM_ID=25
Finally, for those who fancy abandoning TV permanently, and getting a life as something other than a couch potato: http://www.turnoffyourtv.com/
